GEDP106US 



III 

m 



Claims 



What is claimed is: 

1 . A business transaction methodology, including the steps of: 

2 Uy^ offering a plurality of deals for at least one of a pjpduct and service offered by at 

3 least one seller; 

4 inputting a plurality of buying criteria by a bi^er for the at least one of a product 

5 and service; and 

6 outputting a list of deals from amongst th^plurality of deals that match the buying 




=1 7 criteria of the buyer. 



2. The method of claim 1, wher/in each of the plurality of deals is based on a 



]; =J plurality of selling criteria defined by the ^Uer. 

u 

I 3 . The method of claim 2, li^herein each of the plurality of selling criteria 
defined by the seller includes an offermg criteria which defines the limits of each of the 

ry / 

i n plurality of selling criteria defined hy the seller. 

a 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein each of the plurality of buying criteria 
inputted by the buyer includes an ordering criteria which defmes the limits of each of the 
plurality of buying criteria inpmted by the buyer. 

5. The method m claim 1, wherein the list of deals from amongst the 
plurality of deals that matcK the buying criteria of the buyer are the deals which the 
ordering criteria of the buyer match the offering criteria of the seller. 

6. The memod of claim 5, wherein the seller can add additional selling 
criteria to each of the plurality of deals. 



I 
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7 . The method of claim 1 , wherein ea^Sh of the plurality of buying criteria 
inputted by the buyer includes an ordering critena which defines the limits of each of the 
plurality of buying criteria inputted by the buyer. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the list of deals fi-om amongst the 
plurality of deals that match the buyingycriteria of the buyer are the deals which match the 
ordering criteria of the buyer. 

1 9. An Intemet business transaction system, including: 

2 a computer adapted to be employed by a facilitator for hosting a commercial 

3 transaction over the Intemet, ther computer providing access to at least one buyer and at 

4 least one seller to carry out thexommercial transaction, wherein at least one buyer makes 

5 a purchase from the at least one seller when a plurality of buying criteria defined by the 

6 buyer matches a plurality of selling criteria defined by the seller. 

1 0. The system of claim 9, wherein each of the plurality of selling criteria 
defined by the seller in/ludes an offering criteria which defines the limits of the each of 

• the plurality of selling criteria defined by the seller. 

1 1 . The! system of claim 10, wherein each of the plurality of buying criteria 
defined by the buyer includes an ordering criteria which defines the limits of the each of 
the plurality of/ouying criteria defined by the buyer. 



12. / The system of claim 11, wherein the at least one buyer makes a purchase 
from the a/ least one seller when the ordering criteria of the buyer matches the offering 
criteria o/ the seller. 
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13. The system of claim 9, wherein the at least on/buyer receives a discount 
on the purchase based on a previous purchase made by the 2ft least one buyer from the at 
least one seller. / 

14. The system of claim 9, wherein the ccmimercial transaction is limited to 
certain buyers of the at least one buyer by the at le^t one seller. 

15. The system of claim 9, wherei/ the at least one seller can review other 
buyer defined buying criteria not used in ther matching of the plurality of buying criteria 
and the plurality of selling criteria. / 

16. The system of claim % wherein the at least one seller can review other 
seller defined selling criteria not used in the matching of the plurality of buying criteria 
and the plurality of selling criterm. 



1 17. A method of conducting a business transaction, comprising the steps of: 

2 electronically offering a plurality of deals on at least one of a product and service 

3 for sale, each of said plurality of deals being based on different offering criteria than each 

4 other of said plurality ot deals; 

5 electronically ^searching the deals on the product for sale based on a plurality of 

6 ordering criteria; / 

7 outputtine/a list of deals of the plurality of deals which offering criteria matches 

8 the ordering criteria; and 

9 selecting one of the deals of the list of deals which offering criteria matches the 
1 0 ordering critma. 

1 isf An electronic signal adapted to be transmitted between at least two 

2 comput/rs, comprising: 
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3 an algorithm for matching a buyer with at least oxp deal offered by at least one 

4 seller, the algorithm matching the buyer with the at lea^ one deal based on a plurality of 

5 buying criteria defined by the buyer matching a plurality of selling criteria defined by the 

6 at least one seller. / 

1 1 9. An Intemet business transaction iystem, including: 

2 means for hosting a commercial transaction over the Intemet, the means for 

3 hosting providing access to at least one buye/ and at least one seller to carry out the 

4 commercial transaction, wherein the at least one buyer makes a purchase from the at least 

5 one seller when a plurality of ordering criteria, fall within the outer limits of a plurality of 

6 offering criteria, each ordering criteria Keing based on a buyer defined buying criteria, and 

7 each offering criteria being defined by the seller. 

1 20. An Intemet business transaction system, including: 

2 a first computer adapted to be employed by a facilitator for hosting a commercial 

3 transaction over the Intemet; / 

4 a second computer admted to be used by a buyer to link to the first computer to 

5 participate in the commerci^ transaction; 

6 a third computer adapted to be used by a seller to link to the first computer to 

7 participate in the commercial transaction; 

8 wherein the buy^ makes a purchase from the seller when a plurality of buyer 

9 defined buying criteria matches a plurality of seller defined selling criteria. 

1 2 1 . A server, comprising: 

2 a processor;/ 

3 a memory /oupled to the processor; and 

4 a networ^interface coupled to the processor for transmitting and receiving data 

5 with at least one remote computer system; 
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6 wherein a plurality of deals for a product offered lor sale electronically is stored in 

7 the memory, each of the plurality of deals having differ/nt seller defined selling criteria, 

8 and wherein the server is configured to receive orders^or the product jfrom a plurality of 

9 different buyers via the at least one remote computej/ system, by providing the plurality of 

10 buyers with at least one deal of the plurality of dcafs matching a pluraUty of buyers 

1 1 defined buying criteria. 

22. The server of claim 21, whereiA the server is configured to provide the 
plurality of different buyers access to view me at least one of the plurality of deals via one 
or more of the at least one remote computes. 

23 . The server of claim 2 1 , wherein the server is configured to provide the 
plurality of different buyers with deal/ that the buyer defined buying criteria match the 
seller defined selling criteria. 

1 24. A system for conducting business electronically, comprising: 

2 a central server; 

3 at least one computer /ystem coupled to the server via a network; 

4 wherein a plurality or deals for a product offered for sale electronically is stored in 

5 the central server, each of flie plurality of deals having different seller defined selling 

6 criteria, and wherein theierver is configured to receive orders for the product fi-om a 

7 plurality of different buyers via the at least one remote computer system, by providing the 

8 plurality of buyers wmi at least one deal of the plurality of deals matching a plurality of 

9 buyer defined buying criteria. 

25. The system of claim 24, wherein the server is configured to provide the 
plurality of different buyers access to view the at least one of the plurality of deals via one 
or more of tM at least one remote computes. 
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26. The system offtlaim 24, wherein the server is configured to provide the 
pluraUty of different buyeES with deals that the buyer defined buying criteria match the 
seller defined selling crit^eria. 
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